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exceptions of deaths from meningitis not tuberculous and deaths
from convulsions, lower than the control ratio for corresponding
diseases for England and Wales. The explanation of this is not
apparent unless it be that the child who escapes exposure to
tuberculous infection without developing clinical tuberculosis has
received some added protection to other infections. Midgley
Turner also carried out an investigation to ascertain the condition
of 833 contacts of 185 sputunvpositive cases of tuberculosis of
the lungs during the period extending from January ist 1927,
to August 1929; of these cases one hundred were males and
eightyfive were females. The results of the investigation are best
shown in the table on page 78, slightly abridged, which has been
taken from the author's paper, and which gives the condition of
all contacts at the latest report up to August 1929. The age of
the contacts is their age at the death of the sputum/positive case,
if at this time they were living, or their age at death, if they died
before the sputunvpositive case.
An analysis of the figures in this table shows that the
tuberculosis death-rate per 1,000 contacts was 34*8, the rate for
pulmonary tuberculosis being 20-4, and that for non^pulmonary
tuberculosis 14-4. The usual high figure of deaths in the under
five group from the latter form of the disease will be noted; all
the twelve deaths from non/pulmonary tuberculosis occurred in
children, of whom ten were under the age of five years. In this
connexion it has to be remembered that in young children a
primary infection which is rapidly fatal is invariably a general
infection, and although the chief clinical feature may be due to
disease of some special extras-pulmonary structure, such as the
meninges, the lungs are almost certainly also involved.
An exhaustive investigation on Tuberculosis Mortality in Chil/
dren and the Incidence of Tuberculosis in Children under Fifteen
has been carried out by Dorothy Low and W. Lloyd. The
communications which describe the results of this investiga/
tion are concise and informing, and should be studied by those
interested in the subject. It is not permissible to discuss in detail
all the enlightening material contained in these papers, but
reference must be made to some of the findings which are of
special significance. In the investigation an inquiry was made
as to the fate of 1,192 children who had been born of parents
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